Holy Family Church
Nutley-Belleville

SERVED BY:

Pastor

Rev. Msgr. Paul L. Bochicchio, M. Div.
Parochial Vicars

Rev. John Gordon

Rev. Mauro Primavera

Weekend Assistant

Rev. Dante DiGirolamo, STL
Director of Religious Education

Sr. Diana Yodris, MPF

Convent Superior

Sr. Jean Raspolich, MPF

Good Shepherd Academy

Sr. Jane Feltz, MPF, Principal
Pastoral Associate

Sr. Eileen Hubbert, SSJ

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Susan Loricchio

Senior Youth Group Minister

Mrs. Amy DiCristo

Parish Secretary

Ms. Lynn S. Falduto (hfclynn28@aol.com)
Nursery School Supervisor

Sr. Romilda Chiga, FSSE

Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Perry Zirpoli

Finance Council Chairperson

Mrs. Deborah Mastroeni
Development Committee Chairperson
Mr. Paul Grillo

Parish Trustees

Mrs. Gina Tamburri

Mr. Robert Collmier

Stewardship Committee Chairperson
Mr. Philip Hui

MASSES
Saturday evening: 5:30 PM (English),
7:00 PM (Italian)
Neo-Catechumenate Liturgy: 8:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM,

12:00 Noon & 7:00 PM

Filipino Mass: 2nd Sunday of month, 5:00 PM

Daily:  7:00, 8:45 AM; Saturday 8:45 AM
5:30 PM (M - F during Lent)
OFFICE HOURS:
Daily: ~ 8:30 AM - 12:00 Noon
1:00 - 4:00 PM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
The Rectory is closed 12:00 - 1:00 PM and
4:00 - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
The office is closed on Sunday.
RECONCILIATION: Saturday, 1:00 PM

BAPTISM: Baptisms are scheduled once a month
on Sunday afternoons during Lent.
Expectant parents are asked to contact the rectory
to schedule an appointment at least three months
before the desired date of Baptism. Parents must
attend a special catechetical session prior to the
Baptism.

except

MARRIAGE: Couples should contact the rectory
one year in advance of the proposed wedding date
in order to allow for the proper pre-marital
preparation. At least one person must be a
registered parishioner of Holy Family.

December 23, 2012
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: This is a

sacrament not only for those who are at the

point of death. As soon as anyone begins to be
in danger of death from sickness or old age,
we encourage you to call for a priest in the
rectory.

MINISTRY OF THE SICK: The Eucharist
will be brought to the homebound. Please

contact the Rectory with the names and
addresses of parishioners who are ill or
homebound.

VOCATION: Women and men who feel
called to the religious life, and men called to
Holy Orders, should contact the Vocations
Office at 973-497-4365.
EMERGENCY CALLS:

accident or sudden illness, call the rectory at

In case of an

any hour or reach us through the beeper, 973-
715-3108. The priest on duty will return your
call.

SOCIAL SERVICE HOTLINE: The Catholic
Community Services is an office that serves all
people in need. Please call 1-800-CCS-7413.

PARISH PAY: Have your weekly donation
sent directly to the Church! Visit
www.parishpay.com or call 1-866-PARISH1

Rectory: 973-667-0026/Fax: 973-661-1714 Convent: 973-667-2050
60 Harrison Street

28 Brookline Avenue
www.holyfamilynutley.org

Rel. Education Office: 973-667-6018
Good Shepherd Academy: 973-667-2049 174 Franklin Avenue
24 Brookline Avenue

Nursery: 973-235-1170
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MISSION STATEMENT

T Holy Family Catholic Church is a spiritually and socially active parish. Rooted in the Word of God and nourished by the Eucharist, we cele-
brate the life of our Lord Jesus Christ by proclaiming the Good News and providing spiritual growth, support and service with love. Founded by
Italian immigrants a century ago, today our parish continues the tradition of extending a loving, caring and affirming welcome to all who join us as
we Continue Our Journey of Faith.

T La Chiesa Cattolica Santa Famiglia e’ una parrocchia socialmente e spiritualmente attiva. Radicata nella Parola di Dio e nutrite dall’eucares-
tia, celebriamo la vita del nostro Signore Gesu’Cristo proclamando la buona novella e provvedendo crescita spirituale, supporto e servizio con
amore. Fondata un secolo fa’ da immigranti italiani, oggi, la nostra parrocchia continua la tradizione di estendere un amorevole, caro e recono-
scente benvenuto a tutti coloro che con noi continuano e condividono il nostro cammino di fede.

T Ang simbahang katoliko ng banal na pamilya ay isang masiglang parokya sa espirituwal at ugnayang panlipunan. Nakaugat sa salita ng diyos
at pinalusog ng eukaristiya, ipanagdiriwant namin ang buhay ng ating panginoong hesukristo sa pagpapahayag ng mabuting balita at paguudulot ng
paglago sa kabanalan, paggabay, at mapagmahal na paglilingkod. Itinatag ng mga dayuhang italiano may isang-daan taon na ang nakakalipas,
ngayon ang aming parokya ay patuloy sa pag-ugit ng tradisyon ng mapag-aruga, mapagkalinga, at mapagkilang pagtanggap sa mga sumapi saamin
habang patuloy sa paglalakbay sa panaampalataya.

HOLY FAMILY WELCOMES YOU
Welcome to Holy Family Parish! We hope you experience the warmth and hospitality for which Holy Family is noted. We would like our Worship
Community to be the center of your spiritual and emotional journey with Jesus. Peace be with you.
Worship with us
Embrace our fellowship
Learn about our ministries
Come join us
Offer your talents Welcome to Our Parish
Make new friends
Experience the warmth and hospitality of Holy Family
Benvenuti, Maligayang pagdating, Bienvenido, Chao mung, Witamy
Walk With Jesus Daily

© 1. Paluch Co. Inc.

Dear Parishioners:
nnsmr]s In 1966, Simon & Garfunkel produced a musical context for
“Silent Night,” with, in the background, a news cast of the Vietnam
War and many other news clips of sad and tragic events that were
mgssqg current at that time.
(Silent Night/7 O'clock News or visit http://youtu.be/3dsOVilAI28)
The implication being, of course, that even in the midst of tragedy, the presence of Christ still
prevails, bringing hope.

It was no different at the birth of Christ, 2000 years ago. Mary and Joseph entered into
Bethlehem and found “no room in the inn,” after a long, arduous journey from Nazareth
because of a census proclaimed by the emperor. Shortly after the birth of Jesus, His life was
threatened and many innocent children died because of the wrath of King Herod. So the Good News was proclaimed
despite the bad news.

As we celebrate this Christmas, we are also painfully aware of the tragedy that involved the slaughter of
innocent children and their teachers in Newton, Connecticut, on December 14th. Many may question God but the truth
is that, despite all the questions we have about God’s presence, He is /Aere, not passively observing the tragedy but
“weeping” with us, as any parent would when their children misuse their freedom and disappoint their parents,
sometimes very deeply and painfully.

Our tragedy is the story throughout the world where innocent children die from violence, starvation and
oppression and God weeps but, in Jesus, the Good News of Silent Night is still in the background and the Good News
will prevail over the evil.

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS! BUON NATALE! MALIGAYAND PASKO! FELIZ NAVIDAD!
Msgr. Paul Bochicchio
Fr. John Gordon
Fr. Mauro Primavera
Sr. Eileen Hubbert, SSJ
And the Staff of Holy Family

Pastor’s Desk continued on page 5...
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 23, 2012
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

— Luke 1:42
Saturday, December 22
5:30 PM  Maureen Anne McManus...Mom & Dad
7:00 PM  Francesco Pizzella...Teresa Pizzella
Sunday, December 23
8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM Deceased of the Scavello & Simone Families...
Maria & Pietro Gabriele
12:00 PM Rocco & Helen D’Alessio...Daughter, Roxann
7:00 PM  Josephine Biondi... The Capaccio Family
Monday, December 24 - Vigil of Christmas
7:00 AM  Antoinette Rabito...Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Caputo
8:45 AM  Vincent Sarrecchia,...Michael Russ
Vigil Masses:
5:30 PM  Theresa Cucinello...Husband, Domenick & Family
10:00 PM 1. Patrick J. Ritacco...Wife, Gigi
2. Enrico Tamburri...Mom & Dad
3. Thomas Genna...Gigi & Joseph Ritacco
4. Condurso Family...Josephine
December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord
8:00 AM  Anthony C. Testa...Mom & Dad
10:00 AM Salvatore Vangieri...Emily & Children
12:00 PM  Giuseppe Petracca...Wife, Cassandra
Wednesday, December 26 - St. Stephen, The First Martyr
7:00 AM  Chad A. Plain...Barbara Kosoff
8:45 AM  Sr. Cosimina Capasso, FSSE, 1st Anniversary
...Roseann, David & DJ Vazquez
Thursday, December 27 - St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00 AM  Ann Melfi...Maria & Michael Pedalino
8:45 AM Jennie Pandolfi...Dennis & Diane
Friday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:00 AM  Livia DeMuro & Pietro Varricchio...Son, Paolo
8:45 AM  Francesca Lavecchia...Julia Sabadics
Saturday, December 29 - St. Thomas Becket
8:45 AM  Special Remembrance Mass
John & Eleanor Arthur  Deceased of the Polizzi Family

Florence Bissell Robert Reid

Romolo Cifelli Medardo Neri Valmores
Nicolina Cifelli Anna Vitale

Senora Garland Elmer & Hattie Walsh

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Saturday, December 29
5:30 PM  William McGuire...Wife & Children
7:00 PM  Gaetano & Fortunata Salomone
...Philip & Pina Salomone
Sunday, December 30
8:00 AM  People of the Parish
10:00 AM Deceased of the Gabriele & Cairo Families
...Maria & Pietro Gabriele
12:00 PM Theresa Cucinello...Joseph & Lisa Iannini & Family
7:00 PM  Michael Rubenstein...Grammy & Pa

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
“You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too
small to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth
for me one who is to be ruler in
Israel.” (Micah 5:1)
We may think that the gifts we have
to offer may be too small or too
inconsequential to give to God.
Today we are reminded that God brought forth His greatest gift
to mankind, His own Son, through the humble town of
Bethlehem. He can also accomplish great things through us if
we generously offer our gifts to Him.

For Sunday, December 16, 2012,

the actual collection was $11,902.00;

$1,392.00 of which came from Parish Pay.

The 2nd Collection for School Windows was $1,707.00.
Mass Attendance was: 1,879.

Resultant Weekly Deficit for Parish’s Operating Budget:
$2,398.00.

God Bless You For Your Continued Generosity!

For Sunday, December 18, 2011,

the actual collection was $12,067.00;

$1,312.00 of which came from Parish Pay.

The 2nd Collection for parish property upkeep was $1,629.00.
Mass Attendance was: 1,944

Resultant Weekly Deficit for Parish’s Operating Budget:
$2,233.00

Memorvials for the Week of December 23, 2012
Church Sanctuary Lamp
Mary Catherine Gesumaria...Lynn Falduto
Mother Cabrini Chapel Sanctuary Lamp
Geraldine DeJackmo...The Scarano-Ranucci Families
Altar Candles
Maria & Michael Gavilhusky...Eleanor & Dan Strollo
Altar Bread
Rose R. Lombardi...Lynn Falduto
Altar Wine
Carmine & Florence Guarino...Joey Guarino
The Sanctuary Lamp in the Church, Chapel, Convent and
Rectory, Altar Candles, Altar Bread, & Altar Wine, as well
as Altar Flowers are our weekly memorials. The donation
for each Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles are $10. The
donation for Altar Bread or Altar Wine is $15. The
donation for Flowers on the Altar of the Blessed Virgin or
Saint Joseph is $45.
Please stop by the rectory to reserve any of the above.

Please Pray for Those Who Are Sick...
Fr. Dante DiGirolamo, Jake Maggio, Sal Mastroeni, Frances
Mogielnicki, Daniella Serafino, Nunzio Vacca - the entire sick
list is posted on the bulletin board in the vestibule.
Please Pray for Those Who Have Died...
Filomena Conte, Infant Liliana Hazel Schwartz,
Giuseppe Lomucio, Frank A. Maggnotti, Marilyn C. Allen
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STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
Sunday, December 23
Church Decorating Today - Please call Patricia Little if you would
like to help as time varies: 973-985-5303
No Religious Education today
No Youth Group tonight
10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of the Word - Church
2:45 PM Fatima Prayer Group - MCC
Monday, December 24 -CHRISTMAS EVE
8:45 AM Mass & Miraculous Medal Novena
VIGIL MASS SCHEDULE: 5:30 PM & 10:00 PM; Please arrive 30
minutes earlier for Christmas caroling
Tuesday, December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY
Masses: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 Noon;
Please Note: There is no 7:00 PM Mass Today
Wednesday, December 26
No Italian Class Today
No Praise &Worship Tonight
No Neo-Catechumenate Gatherings Tonight
Thursday, December 27
1:00 PM  A&E Cleaning - Church
7:30 PM  Bible Study - SJC
Friday, December 28
6:00 AM  Men's Prayer Group - SJC
5:00 PM  Youth Retreat - SJC/Parish Center; Concludes 10:00 AM
Saturday
Saturday, December 29
1:00 PM  Confessions - Church
8:30 PM  Neo-Catechumenate #1- MCC
8:30 PM  Neo-Catechumenate #2,3,4 - SJIC
Sunday, December 30
No Religious Education
No Youth Group tonight
10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of the Word - Church
December 50/50 follows Noon Mass
2:45PM  Fatima Prayer Group - MCC

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Lk 1:67-79
Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]

Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;

Lk 2:1-14

Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;

Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;

Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,

16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22

TEACHING THE GOOD NEWS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (CCD)
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: 973-667-6018
Sunday: Grades K-4, 8:30 AM-9:45 AM
Tuesday: Grades 1-6, 3:30-4:45 PM ~ Classes for
Spring Garden, Lincoln and Yanticaw Schools
Thursday: Grades 1-6; 3:30-4:45 PM ~ Classes
for Belleville #5, Washington & Radcliff Schools

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA

- The Miraculous Medal Novena is every Monday at

)7:00 PM, in the Mother Cabrini Chapel. Novena

&’ consists of devotional prayers to the Miraculous
Medal and St. Jude, and the Benediction of the

Blessed Sacrament. On national holidays, Novena prayers are

offered at 8:45 AM, just prior to the 9:00 AM Mass.

DONATION ENVELOPES

(e Pleas§ be sure to enter th.e amount of your

mAY donation on your envelope in order for you to
" receive proper credit. If you do not presently use
" donation envelopes and would like to, please

stop by the rectory office to complete a parishioner registration

form. Parish Pay, another very convenient way to donate, is

available and information is on the cover of this bulletin.

| \

Thursday: 1Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Friday: 1Jn1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Saturday: 1 Jn2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28;
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21
[12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 29
1:00 PM: Confessions
Christmas Masses
Monday, December 24,
Christmas Eve
5:30 PM  Christmas Eve
Family Mass: Procession to the
crib and blessing. A service of carols
will begin at 5:00 PM
10:00 PM  Solemn Concelebrated “Midnight” Mass with
procession to the crib and blessing of the crib. A service of
carols will begin at 9:30 PM with the adult choir.
Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day
Masses: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 Noon.
Please note there is NO 7:00 P.M. Mass on Christmas Day.

Christmas
Schedule

V - TR O LA
[ Q()i% CZ 7’ A =
M r\ 2 'F./;'D'.
NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 29

1:00 PM: Confessions

Monday, December 31

6:00 PM: Solemn Concelebrated Mass (Vigil of Solemnity of
Mary, Mother of God) Bi-lingual

Following the 6:00 P.M. Mass, there will be a New Year’s Eu-
charistic Holy Hour to thank God for the blessings of 2012 and
invoke God’s blessings on 2013.

New Year’s Day - January 1 - 2013

Masses: 8:00 & 10:00 A.M., 12:00 Noon.

N.B. NO 7:00 P.M. Mass today.

January 6, 2013 - The Solemnity of the Epiphany
10:00 AM: Solemn Concelebrated Epiphany Mass with the
visit of the Three Wise Men.
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Pastor’s Desk, continued from page 2...
A WORD OF GRATITUDE...GOOD STEWARDSHIP

e To the Kelly Foundation for its donation of $1,000 for Social Concerns and the needs of the parish

e To the Filipino community for $3,000 donation for Christmas and the needs of the parish.

e To Patty Little and all her Stewards: The Arts & Environment Committee, Confirmation Candidates and other pa-
rishioners who, so generously, gave of their time and talent in all the preparation work of decorating our Church for

Christmas.

e To our Social Concerns Committee for all the work in coordinating the Giving Tree program and distributing gifts

to many needy causes.

HELP VICTIMS OF HURRICANE SANDY
Holy Family Sandy Relief is still going strong! Visit
SANDY CHRISTMAS on Facebook! People have lost
everything - homes, clothing, furniture, linens, pillows,
you name it - they lost it. In addition to the following
supplies, they are desperately in need of the above
mentioned items. Although we do not have trucks to
bring furniture, if you visit the Facebook page, you can
find out to whom and where you may bring them.

Baby Food & Baby Supplies

Batteries

Bottled Water

Can Openers

Cleaning Supplies

Clorox Bleach

Crackers, Cookies, Granola Bars

Female Hygiene Products

Flashlights

Juice Boxes

Laundry Detergent

Lysol & Clorox Wipes

Non-perishable Food

Over the Counter Medications: Tylenol, Advil,

Cough Syrup, Ointments, Neosporin, etc.

Paper Supplies: Plates, Napkins, Paper Towels

Pet Supplies: Leashes, Beds, Food & Food Bowls

Plastic Utensils

School Supplies

Shovels

Soap

Toiletries

Trash Bags and Boxes
No clothing will be collected at this time. If needed in
the future, another ad will be featured in the bulletin.
Kindly bring any of the above items to Church next
weekend and, as we do with Giving Tree gifts, you may
process to the altar with the items during the Offertory of
the Mass.
Michael can be reached at 973-223-6960 or via email:
somarmedia@gmail.com or www.facebook.com/
somarmedia

CHRISTMAS SILENT RETREAT
Woman 17 & Older
Come and Pray with the Religious Teachers Filippini
at Villa Walsh
455 Western Ave., Morristown, NJ
Thursday, December 27: Arrival 6-6:30 PM

through
Saturday, December 29: Depart 4:00 PM
Come to the quiet; allow theR ;

whispering voice of the Holy Spirit to 8
fill you to overflowing. Experience a [
peace the world cannot give. B
Experience: Adoration - Rosary -
Praying with Scripture - Spiritual
Reading - Private Meditation - One on
One Sharing

Community Mass, prayer and meals
with the Sisters. Spend time walking the grounds of the
Motherhouse.

Call immediately to reserve your place on the retreat or
email Sr. Shirlee: stbernadetteconvent@gmail.com

P Are you thinking about
becoming a priest?

The Archdiocese of
Newark Vocations

Office will host a

PRIESTHOOD .
COMSIDER THE CALL V 0O C a t 1 0n s
Discernment  Retreat

for men 18 years old and up at the St. Mary's Abbey
Retreat Center, Morristown, NJ, during the weekend
of Friday, January 4 - Sunday, January 6.
Registration for the Retreat Weekend is required.

If you'd like to learn more about the weekend, or to
attend, please call the Vocations Office to register
(973) 497-4365 or email the office at
maggiori@rcan.org. Thank you.




Page Six

EXCLUSIVE OFFERENDS DECEMBER 31, 2012!
Make a gift to Holy Family & ParishPay will make a gift to you!
Make a recurring gift with ParishPay today for a chance to win one of 50 iPad 3s or choose a
$500 donation made to Catholic Charities USA in your name.
All recurring donations made through ParishPay between October 1 and December 31, 2012,
are eligible.

——
2 WAYS TO ENROLL: VISA eCheck
1. Visit www.ParishPay.com - or - .
2. Call 1-866-PARISH-1 DISCRYER) | e somur

Holy Family accepts donations via all major credit and debit cards as well as eChecks
No purchase necessary to enter. Void where prohibited. Fifty (50) winners selected at random. Offer _expires
11:59 pm EST December 31, 2012.
See www.ParishPay.com/giveback for more information and terms and conditions.
www.ParishPay.com/giveback
info@ParishPay.com
1-866-Parish-1

GOOD SHEPHERD ACADEMY NEWS! Please be aware of phone
Box Tops for Education - The calls, soliciting money, by any
school is able to receive money one saying they are affiliated
when they turn in the General Mills with our Church or any other
box tops! Please save them and Church in the area. Apparently
drop them off in the special box some residents have received a
which is located in the vestibule of Church. phone call from a person
saying they represented the “Rosary Society” and
tried to scam money out of the person who answered

Used Cell Phones & Toners - The school collects used
cell phones so if you upgrade yours, please do

not discard the old one. The school also ac- the phone.
| cepts toners from computers to be recy-
% cled. All can be dropped off in the GSA ROSARY FOR LIFE
box located in the vestibule of the Church. Every second Saturday of the month, at C‘
8:45 A.M., join us to pray the Rosary pw &
WE HAVE KIDSTUFF for Life at the former Social Security ' s
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS!! Building, 396 Bloomfield Avenue, & S

GSA has a great fundraiser going on!
For $25, this 2012-2013 entertainment
book has coupons for Shop-Rite, Stop

Montclair, which is across the street -1’ | .
from the Pilgrim Medical Center, a Save ‘4‘{6
high volume abortion mill. For additional information or

& Shop, Sports Authority, Macy’s, | S8 ey ride share information, please contact Anne and Mike
McDonald’s and lots more! These are |.Coupon Savings Book Bennett at 973-759-6451.

great Christmas gifts! Please call Mrs.

Leo 973-667-2049 x-100 to purchase O COME, LONG FORETOLD

an edition. O come, Desired of nations,
Whom priest and prophet long foretold

Will break the captive fetters,
Redeem the long-lost fold.
Dear Savior, haste; come, come to earth,

Like us on Dispel the night and show your face,
F b k And bid us hail the dawn of grace.
ace 00 —Simon J. Pellegrin (1663-1745),

Tr. by Mary of St. Philip (1825-1904)
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THE HISTORY OF THE NATIVITY

Everyone says that the first nativity was produced by St. Francis of Assisi, however, in reality,
Tommaso de Celano, the Brother who authored the biography of St. Francis, points out how things really
occurred. According to Tommaso, during the Christmas of 1222, St. Francis was in Bethlehem where he
assisted with the liturgical functions of the birth of Jesus. He was so impressed that upon his return to It-
aly, he asked Pope Onorio III if he could repeat the liturgical functions the following Christmas. Due to
the Church’s prohibition of sacred dramatic representations, the Pope denied the request but permitted St.
Francis to celebrate a Mass in a natural cave instead of a church. On Christmas Eve the peasants from
Greccio, along with several Friars, illuminated the night skies with their torches. Inside the cave they ar-
ranged a manger full of hay and nearby they placed a donkey and an ox. St. Francis, who was not yet a
priest but only a deacon at the time, preached for the congregation which had united. In truth, one cannot speak of the Nativity as the
realization of St. Francis. A nativity, by definition, is a creation of art which represents in three dimensions the scene of the Nativity.
Scholars sustain, instead, that the first official nativity dates back to 1283 because of Amolfo di Cambio, who sculpted eight marble
statues which represented the persons of the nativity along with the Wise Men. This particular nativity can still be found in the Ro-
man Basilica of S. Maria Maggiore.

As to the etiology of the word “presepe” or “nativity,”the origin can be found from the composition of two Latin words:
“prae” and “seapes” which means to close with a hedge and by extension, stall or manger. The “presepe” effectively represents the
stall of the Nativity.
Why is there an ox and donkey in the Nativity? In the first chapter of the book of the Prophet Isaiah, we find a verse that says,
“The ox knows his owner and the donkey his master’s crib, but Israel does not know me, and my people do not understand.” (Is. 1,3)
When Mary and Joseph arrived at Bethlehem, there was no place for them at the inn. It was then that Joseph took his bride, the Vir-
gin Mary, and led her to a stable outside of the village where Jesus was born. The people of Israel failed to recognize and welcome
the Son of God, but the ox and donkey were able to recognize and accept him as such. We should learn to recognize and welcome
the Son of God even when He appears as a child wrapped in swaddling clothes.
Why are there shepherds in the Nativity? Aside from the Angels, the shepherds were the first to receive the announcement of the
birth of Jesus. They ran immediately to the stable to adore the Child who had just been born. Jesus wanted to be announced for the
first time to those who were most like Him, stating, “I am the Good Shepherd who will lay down my life for my flock.” The shep-
herds were considered to be impure by the Jews and, in some cases, were treated like animals. They usually lived outside the city in
the neighboring hills. Jesus, coming into the world, welcomed around Him all the impure and those who were rejected by society.
Why are there lambs in the Nativity? Jesus is not only the Good Shepherd but also the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of
the world. The Lamb is a gentle and peaceful animal that does not resist, even when confronted by evil. Jesus, as a “mute lamb in
the hands of its clippers.” While all the people mocked Him, insulted Him, and laughed at His sufferings, Jesus, like a lamb from the
cross, pardoned all.
Why is there water (of the rivers/lakes) in the Nativity? The prophet Isaiah clearly announced the arrival of the Messiah saying,
“For as the rain and snow comes down from the heavens and return not there again, but the water and earth make it bring forth and
sprout, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth out of My mouth: it shall not
return to Me void [without producing any effect, useless] but it shall accomplish that which I please and purpose, and it shall prosper
in the thing for which I sent it.” (Is. 55, 10-11). Jesus, in the Word of God incarnate. It is in Him that all that has been written in the
Bible comes to fruition. Jesus would say of Himself in the Gospel of John, “Who is thirsty come to me and drink who believes in
me; as the scripture says rivers of water will overflow from her womb.” (John 7:53). He came from the sky like the rain and has the
mission to render us fertile like the land after the rain which is capable of producing fruit. After we hear Him (in Mass, in the Lit-
urgy of the Word, reading the bible) we become more capable of producing good fruit, fruits of love and charity towards others,
fruits of patience. Moreover, there is also the Psalm 42-43 that says, “Like the deer yearns for running streams, so my soul is thirst-
ing for God, the God of my life. God of the living God.” We ask the Lord, before the Nativity, to give us a strong desire so that
when we are thirsty the only thing we can think of is to drink to refresh us.
Why is there fire in the stable? (A man warming himself by the fire) Jesus said in the Gospel of Luke, “I came to bring fire to
the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!” (Lk 12:49) This man warms himself by a fire which he has lit by himself because
he still does not know Christ is born and can warm him. The Lord wants to light in us the fire of the Spirit because we will not need
(like this man in the Nativity), to warm ourselves near any other fire. Many times we seek things in life which can keep us warmer
or make us happier, but this warmth and this happiness does not last long. Jesus offers us the possibility to feel warmth inside which
always makes us feel well, which sustains us and encourages us in difficult times. Let us light this fire of the Holy Spirit in our life
with prayer and let the Lord warm us.
Why are there mountains in the Nativity? The Psalm 121 begins, “I lift up my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.” It was the song of the pilgrim which began the pilgrimage to the
holy city Jerusalem which had before it tall mountains to cross to arrive to their destination. How many times in life do we find our-
selves with great difficulties to face, so difficult that they appear to be insurmountable, like the mountains? From where will help
come? We say with the psalm, “my help comes from the Lord whom has made heaven and earth.” If the Lord has made heaven and
earth, can’t He render our pilgrimage towards the true religious destination which is Jerusalem of heaven?

“Nativity” continued on page 8§...




Page Eight

Nativity, Continued from page 7

Why are there so many lights in the Nativity? Christ says of Himself, preaching to the disciples: “I am the light of the world. He
who follows me shall not walk in darkness but have the light of life.” (Gn. 8:12) Imagine for a moment the Nativity without light!
We would not see that there are Mary, Joseph, and shepherds. We would not see the trees or the mountains. Without light we
would not see anything, we would only hear ourselves. Without the light that is Jesus, who comes for us in a dark night of Christ-
mas, we would not see anything. Those that do not have Jesus in their life think and hear alone, they do not see others! But with the
light that allows us to see, Jesus came to allow us to see others that exist; that we should know and love others that God has put us
close to in our lives.

Why is there a road in the Nativity that leads to the Grotto? Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) If, therefore, we follow the way that Jesus proposes we can stay with God, which must
be something so beautiful, together with all the angels and saints in heaven. And what is the way Jesus proposes? The path that Jesus
shows us leads to a grotto, a very poor and simple place. If we become small like Jesus, we will enter in the kingdom of heaven,
otherwise, we, too, can live in palaces of the mighty but we will never experience the joy of heaven.

Who are the Three Kings and why are they in the Nativity? The Gospel of Matthew (2:1-12) tells us that Wise Men came from
the Orient following a star to adore the King who had been born in Bethlehem. These Wise Men brought gold, incense and myrrh.
Gold is the metal of the king and reminds us of Jesus, He is King of heaven and earth. Incense is a sign of worship which reserves to
God and it is just to present it to Jesus because Jesus, besides being king, is also God. The myrrh is a substance which was used to
grease the dead and reminds us that Jesus will also experience the hour of passion and death. These three kings make it known to
those far away - - like us - - that we do not belong to the people of Israel and that we can come to know Jesus and we want to adore
Him, even in front of the Nativity.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP PRAYER INTENTIONS Ti NOMINATION FOR
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\ PRA&'I?
intentions. The prayers will be offered on ®6é&§\ l * When deciding to nominate a person for the
Friday of that week at our gathering. ™5} Steward of the Month Award, we should
Kindly place this intention request in the 9 . consider the following: The TIiVIE that this
Sunday Collection or return it to the oL TR Treasure person dedicates to parish activities,
rectory. """ community events, personal time with others
) ) . in need of assistance, spiritual aid and/or companionship. The
Please list your intentions: TALENT that this person offers to the parish and community,
willingly and lovingly. The TREASURE this person offers to
the parish and community. Has he or she accepted the divine
call to extend God’s blessings on those less fortunate through
personal sacrificial giving?

These are important factors to consider when proposing a
person for nomination. Often a prayer to the Holy Spirit is
helpful, too, in discerning the name for nomination.

It 1d Tk q nowled i Please fill out the nomination form and return it in an envelope
you would JIXe a prayer car sent as an acknowledgment o marked “Stewardship Committee” to nominate a parishioner as
your prayer intentions, please include your name and address. Steward of the Month
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been made on being politically / is the Evening Phone No.:
correct about the holiday sea- | cason Reasons for the nomination (specifically and detailed as
son...and that is a nice, sensitive, for fhe 'I possible, use extra paper, if necessary):

thought....but let us not forget the '\
true meaning of the Sea-
son..JESUS IS THE REASON
FOR THE SEASON...it's written

in The Catechism of The Church (Part One, Art.2) that Jesus is
at the heart of all Christian Prayer and as "The Word made
Flesh" He is the "God Made Visible"...a mystery all the faithful
should acknowledge, profess and witness! Let's not take the
"Christ" out of Christmas! Let's be proud of our Christian heri-
tage! So Have a Blessed Christmas as you celebrate your life
with the Lord!
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